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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


7.30pm on Friday 20th November 2009 at the Gilpin Bridge Inn, Levens, Nr Kendal


AGENDA


Welcome and apologies


Minutes of previous AGM (14th November 2008)


Matters Arising


Chairman’s report


Treasurers Report


Rights of Way Report


Committee  - re-election of officers


AOB


Refreshments


Speaker - Ian Richards from               Westmorland Veterinary Centre, Kendal





If anyone would like to eat before the meeting, phone to book 015395 52206


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.gilpinbridgeinn.co.uk/location.htm" ��http://www.gilpinbridgeinn.co.uk/location.htm� for directions
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Fine! But my chin does not care for barbed wire….





Dear All, 


Many good things to read about: amongst them Capita Symonds’ new bridleway bridge near Morland, Eden Valley Loops progressing well and seventeen Field Officers attended Moira’s productive meeting with Andrea Bonacker and Bob Muscat a few weeks ago.


In the RSPB magazine recently Simon Barnes wrote an article appreciating the contribution made by the less fanatical bird watching members, saying you do not have to be on first name terms with every kind of bird to know that birds are a good thing. We are also a conservation society and I never cease to be grateful to you, CBS supporters.  It doesn’t matter if you are not personally able to ride, drive, cycle or walk on Cumbria’s bridleways; being a member means you have realised the importance of preserving and maintaining these traditional, safe and beautiful routes for our children and grandchildren to use – and the need for new safe routes as well.  


One exciting project is the LDNPA’s attempt to create a new route ‘for all users’ along the old railway from Coniston to Foxfield but it will not be much use for horse riders unless it is all designated Bridleway - many bridleways are underused because they do not link up to any other safe route.  We are trying to impress upon the National Park the importance of making this a genuinely multi-user track, which would be wonderful - they need us to write in support of the Trail to help make it happen.


I live just over the A6 outside the border of the National Park and see the complexity of Cumbria’s administration every time I go for a ride.  There are difficult problems of bottomless bog on the old route over Shap summit on the National Park side of the A6.  This is a historic route (Bonnie Prince Charlie came that way) and the Park have agreed that it will have to be made safe somehow - probably at great cost and with archaeologists digging/supervising – but it will be worth the time and cost to keep that link with the past and the future.   At present responsibility for the other side of the A6 lies with CCC. �           Despite the millions of people that get pleasure from horse riding, it’s noticeable how their needs tend to be given less priority than those of walkers or cyclists (when I last looked, the CCC website link to ‘bridleways’ only mentions cyclists and walkers in their headings!)  Amongst other prejudices, there is still sometimes a cultural perception of horse riders as arrogant and that horses do too much damage to the ground – to correct this it requires great consideration from us as users, it only takes a few inconsiderate riders to set our cause back years. We have to work with all the authorities, also the National Trust, United Utilities, farmers and other landowners. We need to make our voices heard to make sure that bridleway users are not forgotten and to insist on good maintenance of rights of way - but we need also to voice our appreciation when things are put right and working well!


My ponies were ridden by friends to Orton and back last weekend; through Borrowdale and over by Roundthwaite on the Saturday, across Birkbeck Fells Common, Bretherdale and over Breast High on Sunday.  My friends’ glowing faces on their return, the description of the views, the light on the grasses, their total exhilaration at the whole experience, brought home to me the value of what we are trying to achieve in the CBS for all bridleway users. 


Please put a note of next year’s ‘Packs & Tracks’ in your diaries now (Sunday May 16th at Dalemain) and I hope to see as many of you as possible at our AGM – dark winter nights notwithstanding!


With very best wishes and thanks to you all, Hilary
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